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sary to cover the whole field in order to make good his thesis that the 
entire process of religious education is to be socially conceived and car- 
ried out. 

There will be room for many volumes working out this principle 
in detail, but it will be difficult to add anything to this vigorous and 
scholarly statement of fundamental principles. How little this vital 
theory is understood and how much it needs to be understood may be 
evident from an examination of the practices of almost any of our 
churches. 

There are certain particularly valuable elements in this work. It 
makes accessible to students of religious education the serious objections 
which psychologists have found to the recapitulation theory, whose 
picturesqueness has led so many popular writers into somewhat grotesque 
representations of boy life. In opposition to those writers who have 
regarded adolescence as a complete break with childhood life Dewey has 
given a warning that adolescence is not another name for magic. So 
Coe argues for the genuineness of childhood religion and finds a con- 
tinuity between childhood and youth experience. This leads to a 
vigorous criticism of the theory that the sex impulse is the root of reli- 
gion and of social institutions. Whether the parental instinct will bear 
all that he puts upon it is a question that will need careful consideration. 

The author's classified bibliography is not a mere list of books, but 
is a careful presentation of the most significant works on various aspects 
of religious education. 

Theodore Gerald Soares 

University of Chicago 
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Brightman, E. S. The Sources of the Hexateuch, J, E, and P, in the Text of 

the American Standard Edition, According to the Consensus of Scholarship, 

edited with Introductions and Notes. New York: Abingdon Press, 1918. 

395 pages. $3.00. 

This will prove a very useful book. It presents the student with an apparatus 
nowhere else found in precisely this form. The text of J, E, and P, each in turn is 
printed in a continuous story. This makes it easy to read any one of the documents 
from first to last without interruption due to the intrusion of materials foreign to it. 
This is distinctly worth while, if J, E, and P are to represent anything specific and 
characteristic in the student's mind, for few will take the pains necessary to follow 
each of the sources through when they are interwoven, as in the Received Text. Nor is 
it sufficiently easy and attractive a task when the text is analyzed into parallel columns 
as in the Oxford Hexateuch, to say nothing of the high cost of the latter. The last 
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excuse for ignorance of the content and spirit of the sources of the Hexateuch is 
now removed. 

The text of D is not included, because the bulk of it is found in continuous form 
in the book of Deuteronomy. J 2 is differentiated from J 1 by the use of smaller type. 
Editorial material within each document is marked in the same way. P is not sub- 
divided into P", P s , and R p . but P H is clearly indicated. Where there is serious division 
of opinion with reference to the analysis, brief footnotes cite the chief writers in support 
of the varying views. The text is organized in logical paragraphs, numbered con- 
secutively throughout each document, and in connection with each paragraph head- 
ing the corresponding paragraph numbers from the other documents are listed. 

The book does not claim any degree of originality for its subject-matter, but only 
for its arrangement. It reveals a vast amount of labor in checking up the views of 
many authorities, and it evidences sound caution in not departing too widely from the 
standard writers. Its aim is to give the situation regarding Hexateuchal criticism as 
it is generally accepted at the present time, not to indicate the lines along which 
Hexateuchal investigation is likely to run in the immediate future. The plan was 
well conceived and has been excellently executed. The proofreading is almost perfect. 
Procksch is everywhere robbed of his first c and Meissner is given but one s (pp. 158 f.). 
It is a sign of encouragement when the publishing house of a great church like the 
Methodist Episcopal sends forth such frankly modern works as this and the series 
of Introductions by Eiselen. May other church publishers hasten to follow. 

J. M. P. S. 

Lutz, Henry Frederick. Early Babylonian Letters from Larsa. [Yale 
Oriental Series. Babylonian Texts, Vol. II.] New Haven: Yale Uni- 
versity Press, 1017. xii+41 pages and 57 plates. $5.00. 
The second volume of the Yale Oriental Series, consisting of Early Babylonian 
Letters from Larsa, puts one hundred and fifty-two new texts at the disposal of scholars. 
The volume is the work of H. F. Lutz, Ph.D., a former pupil of Professor Clay. 

Aside from the texts the book comprises a rendering of thirty-three of the texts, 
with an Introduction of six pages, lists of personal and divine names, and geographical 
references. This is primarily a text volume. It is to be much regretted that the 
original plan of the series, that, namely, of accompanying all texts by at least a tenta- 
tive interpretation, could not be carried out in this case. This applies with peculiar 
force to letter texts, and is the more to be deplored since the editor in the sample trans- 
lations seems to have sensed the original with a fair degree of success in this most 
difficult material. 

His chief failure appears to be in XVIII, where the mutilated line (12) has 
misled him. I would suggest li-ik-ta-i-il-lu and render lines n ff., "I went to him 
and spoke as follows: let be given him as Abu-wakar has instructed me, 'give a 
female slave.' (He answered me), he shall pay me, had I not come to a slave owner ? 
I will give a female slave to no one. Send over thy messenger and let him give away 
a female slave" (i.e., see if he will do so). XXII, lines 29-21, might be rendered: 
"The oxen, to the city I have designated, they shall remove." 

In the proofreading "by" in the heading of XXIII has apparently fallen out 
and in I, line 13 (translation), the order of words is confused. 

The first appearance of the name a-ba-ra-ha-am in XXVIII (No. 15), line 12, 
(cf. Plate LVI) is of considerable importance and the discussion of its relation to 



